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The Firft Volume contains, ■ ■ The Preface j Hiftory of the Englifh 
Language j The Grammar ; and. The Letters A to K inclufive. 


The Second Volume contains, — — L to Z inclufive, 
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The firft letter of the European alphabets, has* 
in the Englifh language, three different founds, 
which may be termed the broad, open, and {len- 
der. 

I The broad found refembling that of the Ger- 
B-jman a is found, in many of our monofyllables, as <7//, wall , 
malt , fait $ in which a is pronounced as au in caufey or aw in 
law. Many of thefe words were anciently written with aiiy 
as faulty waidk ; which happens to be {till retained in fault . 
This was probably the ancient found of the Saxons, fince it is 
almoft uniformly preferved in the ruftic pronunciation, and 
the Northern dialects, as maun for many haund for hand 

A open, not unlike the a of the Italians, is found in father * ra- 
ther, and more obfeurely in fancy , fajl , &c» 

A flender or clofc, is the peculiar a of the Englifh language, re- 
fembling the found of the French e mafeuline, or diphthong ai 
in paiSy or perhaps a middle found between them, or between 
the a and e, to this the Arabic a is faid nearly to approach. 
Of this found we have examples in the words, place , faccy 
waftey and all thofe that terminate in ation ; as, relation , na* 
ticn, generation. 

A is fliort, as, glafsy grafs 5 or long, as, glaze , graze : it is marked 
long, generally,, by an e final, planey or by an i added, as, 
plain. 

A, an article fet before nouns of the fingular numbgr ; a man, a 
tree; denoting the number one, as, a man is coming, that is, 
no more than one ; or an indefinite indication, as, a man may 
come this way ; that is, any man. This article has no plural 
fignification. Before a word beginning with a vowel, it is 
written any as, an ox, an egg, of which a is the contraction. 

A is fometimes a noun ; as, a great Ay a little a. 

A is placed before a participle, or participial noun ; and is con- 
fidered by Wallis as a contraction of aty when it is put before 
a word denoting feme aCtion not yet finifhed ; as, I am a walk- 
ing. It alfo feems to be anciently contracted from aty when 
placed before local furnames; as, Thomas a Becket. In other 
cafes, it feems to fignify to , like the French a. 

A hunting Chloe went. 

They go a begging to a bankrupt’s door. 

May pure contents for ever pitch their tents 

Upon thefe downs, thefe meads, thefe rocks, thefe moun- 
tains. 

And peace ftill {lumber by thefe purling fountains ! 

Which we may every year 

Find when we come a fifhing here. TVotton. 

Now the men fell a rubbing of armour, which a great while 
hod lain oiled ; the magazines of munition are viewed; the 
officers of remains called to account. TVotton . 

Another falls a ringing a Pefcennius Niger, and judicioufly 
diihnguilhes the found of it to be modern. Addifon on medals. 

A has a peculiar fignification, denoting the proportion of one 
tiling to another. Thus we fay, The landlord hath a hundred 
a v5‘ tr 5 . :e flfp’s crew gained a thoufand pounds a man. 

. 1 ‘ ie n ver ,nn > tha t had been hitherto fhut up among moun- 
tains, pailes generally through a wide open country, during all 
its courfe through Bavaria ; which is a voyage of two days 

A IT ?? T ,°r tWCnty kagUeS a day - Addifon on Italy. 

' ‘ , , '; f ‘ n ’ Url ^' ie P° etr y> to lengthen out a fyllable, without 
Adding to the fenfe. 

Vox,. L 


Prior. 

Dryd. 


For cloves and nutmegs to the line-#. 

And even for oranges to China. Dry den* 

A is fometimes, in familiar writings, put by a barbarous corrup- 
tion for he. 

Ay in compofition, feems to have fometimes the power of theFrench 
a in thefe phrafes, a droit , a gauche , &c. and fometimes to be 
contracted from at ; as, a fide y afopey afoot , afleepy athirjly aware . 

If this, which he avouches, does appear. 

There is no flying hence, nor tarrying here. 

I gin to be a weary of the fun ; 

And wilh the Itate of the world were now r undone. 

Shakefpearc s Macbeth • 

And now a breeze from fhore began to blow. 

The failors fhip their oars, and ceafe to row ; 

Then hoift their yards a-tripy and all their fails 
Let fall, to court the wind, and catch the gales. 

Dry den s Ccyx and Alcyone . 

A is fometimes redundant; as, arifey aroufcy awake ; the fame 
with rife, roufe, wake. 

A, in abbreviations, Hands for artimiy or arts ; as, A. B. bachelor 
of arts, artium baccalaureus ; A. M. mailer of arts, artium ma • 
gijler ; or, anno ; as, A. D. anno demini. 

AB, at the beginning of the names of places, generally fhews 
that they have’fome relation to an abbey. 

Aea'cke. adv. obfolete. Backwards. 

But when they came where thou thy {kill didft fnow. 
They drew abackey as half with fhamc confound. 

Shepherds to fee them in their art outgo. Spenf Pad. 

ABA CTOR. n. f [Lat. abactor y a driver away.] Thofe who 
drive away or fteal cattle in herds, or great numbers at once, 
in diftindion from thofe that fteal only a fheep or two. Blount . 

A BACUS . n.f [Lat. abacus .] 

1. A counting-table, anciently ufed in calculations. 

2. In architecture, it is the uppermoit member of a column, 
which ferves as a fort of crowning both to the capital and co- 

A Iumn - Diet. 

Abaft, adv. [of abaptan, Sax. Behind,] From the fore-part 
of the (hip, towards the Hern. Di£t* 

Aba 1 sance. n. f [from the French abaifery to deprefs, to 
bring down.] An act of reverence, a bow. Obeyfance is 
confidered by Skinner as a corruption of abafancey but is 
now univerfally ufed. 

To ABA LIEN ATE. v a. [from abalienoy Lat.] To make 
that another’s which was our own before. Calv. Lex . fur. 
A term of the civil law, not much ufed in common fpeech. 

Ab alien a riON. n. f [Lat abahenatio .] A giving up one’s 
right to another per fon ; or a making over an eftate, o- 0 ods, 
or chattels by fale, or due courfe of law. Di£t. 

To Aba'nd. v. a. [A word contraded from abandon, but 
not new in ufe. See ABANDON.] To forfake. 

Thole foreigners which came from far 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 

That in the realm, ere long, they ftronger are 
Than they which fought at firft their helping hand. 

And Vortiger enforced the kingdom to aband. 

rp a t> a 'xt tv xt SpenfeF s Fairy j ^ueeny b. ii. cant, to* 

To A&ANDON. ^. [Fr. abandonner. Derived, according 
to Menage, from the Italian abandonare , which fignifies to for- 
fake his colours j bouton [v«fc] defer ere. P aJqU tcr thinks 
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